Diagnostic value of secretin provocation test.
Plasma gastrin response to the intravenously administered secretin was investigated in various clinical entities. The marked increase of plasma gastrin was found in response to secretin in a case of suspected Zollinger-Ellison syndrome in contrast to various degrees of plasma gastrin decrease seen in patients with ordinary or postoperative recurrent peptic ulcer. The diagnostic value of secretin provocation test was stressed especially in relation to differentiation between Zollinger-Ellison syndrome and recurrent ulcer due to retained pyloric antrum kept away from the food-passing route, both of which are characterized by hypergastrinemia and acid hypersecretion.